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BOWT’ TRAIL Retrospek is a two-part work for four physical bodies: 
one female dancer, two musicians, and one immersive display of 
digital projections. Rhodnie Désir used BOW’T, a piece she created 
in 2013, as the point of departure for this piece, which was conceived 
in Montreal. It is the fruit of a years-long research process and joint 
efforts spanning the four corners of the continent.

The choreographer, driven by a desire and a need to transcend 
her origins, drew from the jungo (Brazil), danmyé (Martinique), 
Vodun dance (Haiti), son jarocho (Mexico), blues (New Orleans), 
and gospel paired with Mi’kmaq rhythms (Canada) to immerse 
herself in the African cultures and rhythms brought to the Americas 
by enslaved Africans.

Her IMPULSE: to rise up, in an innovative and authentic 
way, against one of the greatest crimes in human history: 
the slave trade. 

Her QUEST: to tell the story of resistance movements with 
humility and thus pay tribute to the expression of her 
ancestors’ creative genius. 

Her PROCESS: BOW’T TRAIL, a ground-breaking international 
and interactive documentary and choreography project, that 
bear the UNESCO Slave Route label. 

Over the past four years, she recreated the original work, 
gradually lending it the multiple rhythmic voices – danced, sung and 
drummed – specific to each of the six countries she visited. 

Rhodnie Désir will take the stage to present the 8th and final 
iteration of the work BOW’T. The performance will feature video 
projections illustrating her approach with the bearers of memory who 
inspired her, while connecting the audience with the subject matter 
and immersing it in multidimensional visual and sound textures. 

In the second part of the performance, the artist offers the option 
of inviting audience members to take part in the show by selecting a 
musical work from a rhythm bank. The selected rhythm is then danced 
live, thus creating a unique work each time. ©

 N
ico

las
 D

ern
é

RHYTHMS AND RESISTANCES: 
AN ACT OF MEMORY IN HERITAGE 
Choreographic-documentary workBOW’T TRAIL 

RETROSPEK
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Duration of the work
75 min.
Choreography, artistic direction 
and interpretation 
Rhodnie Désir
Live music
Ronald Nazaire
Engone Endong
Documentary images
Marie-Claude Fournier
Clark Ferguson
Lighting and innovation design 
Jonathan Barro
Production and technical 
direction 
Rasmus Sylvest
Costume design
Mélanie Fererro
External consultant 
(video and choreography) 
Philip Szporer
Sound design
To be determined

Production associate and agent
Cusson Management inc. | 
Valérie Cusson
Coproduction
National Arts Center (Canada) 
Creation residency partner
Espace Libre
Technical needs
(please see with Cusson 
Management)
Stage of 25’ x 25’ 

“When I was young I was never interested in history. 
I simply couldn’t make sense of it, and that personal 
failing, multiplied in a society, becomes an alienation 
for humanity. My lifeline was BOW’T and my sphere of 
activity the BOW’T TRAIL, for I grasped that by means of 
art and creativity we can connect with history and better 
understand it.” 

Rhodnie Désir
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In numbers
Destinations:  6
Kilometers traveled:  42 960
Studio hours:   350
Specialists involved:   120
Collaborating musicians:  10
Local and international partners:  40
Touring
Between 2013 and 2016, the original work BOW’T was presented 
about 30 times in excerpts and full length in the Americas, Africa and 
the Caribbeans. 

BOW’T (2012-2013)
Original work
For the artist, BOW’T (boat) is derived from the word “bow” 
as the forefront of a ship, to bend the head or body, and also 
signifying in Haitian creole “to give.” 
With strength and like a cry of freedom, Rhodnie Desir addresses the 
timelines and the psychological impact associated with migration 
and deportation. Drawing on history, she builds a bridge to today 
by embodying this movement which marks the foundation of our 
modern world.

Onstage, three wooden benches, hanging boats and a maestro 
drummer encapsulate the soloist as she makes of the stage a 
candid narrative. An arousing and poetic work inspired by the 
intensity of thousands of people who continue to sail to the land 
of the unknown... 

BOW’T TRAIL (2015-2019)
The international step
Rhodnie Désir sought to deepen her quest after creating BOW’T in 
2013, by broadening the statement behind the work to include the 
cultural heritage of triangular trade. 

For inspiration, she embarked on an adventure across the 
Americas to meet people whose ancestors used dance and rhythm 
to survive slavery, avoid cultural genocide, and develop strategies 
to achieve freedom and emancipation. Specialists (historians, 
ethnomusicologists, activists, sociologists, teachers, etc.) and 
musicians played a part in each step along the way, nourishing her 
creative work, while a team led by filmmaker Marie-Claude Fournier 
documented the process on video. 

After a month, the choreographer’s journey culminated in the 
recreation of the original work in collaboration with a local drummer 
(guardian of memory). 
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BOW’T TRAIL 
ARTISTIC STATEMENT
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• Black people have been contributing to Canadian society for 
 more than 400 years.  
• Jazz, blues, samba, tango and gospel are the fruit of African 
 creative genius. These populations not only brought rhythms, 
 dances and song to the Americas, but they also came with 
 their history, memory and specific linguistic codes.  
• Sugar, coffee, tobacco and rum are economic drivers of  
 triangular trade.  
• The presence of Afro-descendants in Mexico was erased from 
 the history books and popular education to such an extent 
 that Black natives of Mexico to this day are stopped at their 
 country’s border and denied entry.   
• Haiti was the first black republic to gain its freedom (1804) 
 following an African slave rebellion. 
• Brazil was the last country to abolish slavery (1888), which it 
 used to become a world power. 
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DID YOU 
KNOW THAT…

CUSSON MANAGEMENT INC. | VALÉRIE CUSSON
514 892-5399 | valerie@cussonmanagement.com

RHODNIEDESIR.COM
© Rhodnie Désir Créations

©
 N

ico
las

 D
ern

é



2019 
• Preparation of the show BOW’T TRAIL Retrospek 
 From February
• Release of webdocumentary and web series  
 Fall

2020
• Show Premiere: BOW’T TRAIL Retrospek 
 Februairy 2020 (Montreal) 
• Conferences and cultural mediation activities 
 Winter 
• Movie launch 
 Fall 
• Quebec touring: BOW’T TRAIL Retrospek 
 From October 
• American Premiere: BOW’T TRAIL Retrospek 
 November (Sarasota, Florida – show and multiplatform 
 exhibition)

BOW’T TRAIL
D i g i t a l
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Acts of resistance born of the encounter between Amerindians, 
Europeans and Africans gave rise to currents in rhythm and dance that 
remain influential to this day; the story of these peoples is manifest 
in the evolution of their bodies in movement. As a choreographer, 
Rhodnie Désir knows how to transform her research into opportunities 
for discovery and collective reflection: she captures the subtleties 
and makes them broadly accessible, allowing a wider audience to 
discover a more inspiring perspective on the heritage associated with 
triangular trade. 

Audiences will have a chance to discover BOW’T TRAIL: Créer pour 
ne pas crier in 2019-2020. Radio- Canada is an official partner and 
presenter of this international multi-platform project. 

The highlights of this unique human and cultural experience will be 
presented as part of a documentary to be broadcast on ICI ARTV in 
2020. They will also be available in digital format (Web documentary 
and capsules) at ici.radio-canada.ca 

This adventure will also the subject of a Web series that will see the 
choreographer set out to discover neighbourhoods and places of 
memory that are of significance to the history of Afro-descendants. 

Finally, the public will be able to explore a Web documentary that 
probes deeper into the themes addressed in other components of the 
project through statements by engaged artists and researchers. 

The documentary and its digital complement are produced 
 by Kngfu, executive producer Rhodnie Désir Créations. 
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“Maybe creation is about accepting that, 
with every millisecond, 
we can endlessly re-create ourselves, 
so as to better come to terms with the world in 
which we exist.” 

Rhodnie Désir
Rhodnie Désir Creations (RD Creations) produces and presents 
creative projects by artistic director and choreographer Rhodnie Désir. 
Simultaneously authentic and contemporary, the Montreal-based 
organization operates internationally using an artistic approach 
that questions sociopolitical trends, explores movement, defies 
the imagination, engages citizens and transmits knowledge.

Each of its works aspires to be a voice for the voiceless and 
to engage directly with the communities from which it draws its 
inspiration. Whether through presentations, grassroots-level cultural 
mediation or choreographic works, RD Creations acts as a social 
archive, leaving a legacy of cultural wealth. It believes in the potential 
of combining multiple media in the same choreographic work, 
allowing it to evolve according to the social realities and cultures 
it encounters. For example, BOW’T 2012/13 evolved into several 
unique works within the BOW’T TRAIL project.

Deeply rooted in ancestral cultures, RD Creations is committed 
to respecting cultures by fostering genuine collaborations and 
prioritizing listening, discussion and interaction. These collaborations 
take place in and across political, media, government, social 
and community spheres, leading to valuable partnerships with 
40 partners, nearly 120 specialists and 10 musicians (for the 
BOW’T TRAIL project, for example).

Its board of directors is made up of 7 members, all of whom are 
heavily involved in their local or professional communities.
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rhodnie désir 
creations
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